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SAWS President’s letter
Dear Suzuki colleagues,
I hope you have all been able to shift successfully to online platforms for your teaching. I have
been feeling lucky that online platforms are available at this moment and that I have not had
to stop teaching. While teaching online has generated its own set of challenges the homebound situation we are in now has presented some unique benefits. Our students suddenly
have more time to practice and we get to help provide a piece of consistency and structure for
their learning. I’ve also felt lucky to have a studio of families that have been generous and
patient with online lessons, and I’ve enjoyed the push to be more creative in the content and
structure of group classes and recitals. Furthermore, being part of this community of teachers
has given me a chance to share issues and get ideas from colleagues which made the
change to online teaching much easier. I hope many of you have had similar surprising
positive experiences in this otherwise stressful time. I look forward to seeing my students
again in person soon and seeing you all at teacher coffee meetings and at our festival. Until
then, I hope we can grow as teachers, Suzuki studios and as a community of teachers
through these silver linings and the creative solutions we’ve been pushed towards during this
pandemic.
Best wishes for a safe and healthy summer.
Regards,
Sharon Wherland
President, Suzuki Association of Washington State
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Fall Festival Update
The fall workshop will be an SAA-accredited 10-hour course by Christine Goodner on parent education
entitled “Helping Parents Succeed in Suzuki Studios”.We will hold it in person, if that is a feasible option, on
October 9 and 10 in Ellensburg. If we can’t meet in person ,we’ll hold the course on an online platform. To
learn more about Christine and to attend one of her ongoing online workshops please visit her website,
www.suzukitriangle.com. Submitted by Sharon Wherland, Festival Strings Chair

Graduation Reminder: June 8 deadline
Hello ,SAWS members,
Just wanted to give you one last reminder about the graduation program deadline. This year, your students
have until June 8 to submit their entries. They will need the code SAWS2020 in order to access the online
form.
Here is a link to the guidelines. Please read them over and have your students read them over before they
submit their videos. There is also a printable checklist linked on each page.
Violin:
https://suzukiwashington.org/graduation/violin-graduation/
Viola:
https://suzukiwashington.org/graduation/viola-graduation/
Cello:
https://suzukiwashington.org/graduation/cello-graduation/
Piano:
https://suzukiwashington.org/graduation/piano-graduation/
Also, if any strings teachers are available in June to help evaluate please let me know by emailing me at
suzukistringsgraduation@gmail.com. We will have a committee for each instrument so our evaluation
process can be standardized and evaluations can be sent back as quickly as possible. We ask that you
meet (remotely of course!) with other evaluators of your instrument/level to establish a baseline standard
and go over the expectations, and then commit to listening and completing evaluations by early July. It’s a
lot of fun and a great way to get to know other teachers!
Thanks!
Jenny McCrorey
Graduation Committee Chair
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Membership Report
SAWS currently has 93 Active Members and 18 whose membership has expired. We thank you for your
patience as we work to fix, upgrade, and enhance our membership page on the website. If you are one
whose membership has expired, the website is now functioning; please visit the website and renew.
Because the membership page on the website is new, all renewals must be done manually this year. When
you get your renewal notice, please go online to renew and update your information. At that time you will be
able to pick manual or automatic renewal for future renewals. Membership renewal can now only be done
through the website;checks will not be accepted.
Submitted by Kerry Travers, Membership Chair

Scholarship Report
What a pleasure it is to hear so many well-prepared scholarship application recordings! Thank you,
teachers, for helping the students prepare. This year, we budgeted for 10 $400 scholarships and awarded
nine. In addition, the Japan-Seattle Suzuki Institute awards two more scholarships, which we administer. All
10 students and the one teacher who applied received scholarships.
And, then, due to COVIC-19 concerns, all the Institutes postponed this year's programs till 2021. Not
surprising, given the circumstances, but disappointing to our scholarship recipients. All three Institute
Directors (from JSSI, OSI, and ISI) are holding the funds for next year's Institutes.
Please find below several of the “Thank you!” notes from scholarships recipients.
Submitted by Mary Beth Cullitan, Scholarship Chair
1)
Thank you so much for giving me the scholarship. I’m looking forward to playing music with other Suzuki
students, learning new songs, and seeing the school campus.
Sincerely,
R. F.
2)
As a college cello professor and a new Suzuki dad, I became convinced that I needed to get
Suzuki training after attending my daughter's first violin lesson! I was so inspired by her
teacher's friendly demeanor, methodical approach, and commitment to seeing student and
parent work consistently. I'm thrilled to be attending the Japan Seattle Suzuki Institute for
Every Child Can and Cello Book 1 training. What a wonderful opportunity to learn from an
experienced teacher and become a part of the worldwide movement of training up young
people to develop their abilities through music making. In addition to the training sessions with
Barbara Wampner, I can't wait to hear the guest clinicians perform and teach the many
students who will be there. The partnership with Japan is also very special.
Thank you so much for this opportunity to better myself as a teacher and serve my young
students in a more thoughtful and expert way. Your contributions have made it possible for me
to gain some much-needed training in how to teach young people music It is truly an
investment in future Suzuki students, of which I intend to raise up many in the coming years.
Thanks,
C.T.
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3)
Dear Suzuki Association,
I have been to the Japan Seattle Suzuki Institute several times in the past, and each time I have marvelled
at the leap my playing took. Thanks to your generosity, I can now look forward to another week of music
and improve my musical skills. Thank you!
Sincerely,
A. S.
4)
Dear SAWS membership Committee,
Thank you so much for providing my son F. for the scholarship for the Japan-Seattle Suzuki Institute. I
really appreciate this special opportunity that you offered to my son. He is a talented boy in music and is
working hard on violin. I know this master class will be a great experience for him and believe he will
achieve a lot from the excellent teachers and the music immersion environment!
My best wishes,
J. L.

Website Update
We have been working with a great developer this winter and spring to fix problems with the
website and make it more usable. A recent addition to the site is a private members directory.
This directory is only visible to members when they are logged in. We hope it will be a helpful
resource for teachers looking to connect with other teachers on their instrument and/or in their
area. To make it more useful please log into your member profile and update your instrument
and city as well as any other information you want to share with the membership, such as
your studio website. This will help the directory be more useful for everyone.
Submitted by Sharon Wherland

SAWS Board of Directors
Sharon Wherland, President
Megan Titensor, Vice President
Lisa Toner, Secretary
Olger Palma, Treasurer
Jenelle Birnbaum
Mary Beth Cullitan
Ashley Horn
Priscilla Jones
Jenni Currit
Emily Herdman-Kelly
Carolyn Wyman
Jenny McCrory
Robert Murphy
Kerry Travers
Andrea Talley
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Amazon Smile: Reminder
Are you buying more online during your increased time at home? If you use Amazon, please consider this:
We have enrolled in the Amazon Smile program, where 0.5% of one's purchase is automatically donated to
SAWS at no cost to us. Visit the Donate page of the website to find a link to Amazon Smile. Sometimes, it
pops up on its own!

Editor's Note
Dear Colleagues,
Please feel free to contribute articles, workshop, or Institute information, or other items you think will be of
interest to other SAWS members. The next Noteworthy will come out in late August.
Best wishes for the summer!
Sincerely,
Mary Beth Cullitan, Noteworthy editor
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